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Write a list of books 

you want to read this 

summer.  Set some 

goals of fun things to 

do as well!   

Download a crossword 

puzzle for the inter-

net, a favorite maga-

zine, or a newspaper. 

Plan a meal for the 

family and prepare a 

list of everything you 

will need to prepare 

it. 

Look at an atlas and 

write down all the 

places your family 

has visited. 

Write down humorous 

captions for family 

photos. 

Work up an appetite 

by reading a story 

about food.  Make 

and eat the food you 

read about. 

Collect shells at the 

beach or rocks along 

a trail.  Use a book 

or nature guide to 

identify them.   

Draw a postcard of 

an imaginary place.  

On the back, write a 

message.  Mail it to 

a friend or relative. 

Find photos of family 

members and their 

cars.  List the cars 

and the best qualities 

of each.  Create a 

Venn Diagram.   

Word game!  Invent a 

code (A=1, B=2, for 

example).  Send a 

message to a friend. 

Invent a recipe for a 

cool summer drink.  

Write it on a recipe 

card.  Serve the 

drink to your friends.   

Start a journal with a 

friend or relative.  

Take turns writing in 

it all summer long.  

You can do this by 

mail or e-mail. 

Plan a backyard 

camping trip with a 

friend.  List all the 

things you will need 

to survive. 

Look for shapes and 

designs in the clouds.  

Draw them.  Write 

about their signifi-

cance.   

Write a letter to a 

favorite author.  A 

librarian can help you 

find a postal or e-

mail address.   

Cut out pictures from 

an old magazine.  

Write about them.   

Make a personal 

phone book.  List 

phone numbers and 

addresses of your 

friends and relatives.  

Create a rebus story 

(a story that uses 

pictures to represent 

words).   

If you are going on a 

family vacation, read 

about the trip.  Mark 

your travel route on a 

map. 

Word game!  Make a 

list of words to 

describe fireworks! 

Visit a museum or 

historical building.  

Write a list of things 

you see that you 

didn’t expect.   

Start a round-robin 

story.  Write the 

beginning and then 

ask friends to finish 

it.   

Which constellations 

can you see on a 

clear summer night?  

Use a star guide to 

identify them.   

Walk around your 

neighborhood and look 

at the houses.  

Research why homes 

are built differently 

in different areas. 

Contact an agency 

about an interest:  

modeling, singing, or 

art about things they 

look for in clients. 

Write a poem and set 

the words to music.  

Perform your new 

song to a friend or 

relative. 

Brainstorm possible 

careers you would like  

to do in the future.  

Find the salaries and 

qualifications for 

each.  Rank them.   

How did paintball 

start?  Who invented 

the popsicle?  Choose 

a topic and Google it. 

Think of a topic that 

interests you.  Read 

a non-fiction book 

about it.  List 10 

interesting facts.   

Word game!  Summer 

days are the longest 

days of the year.  

List the longest 

words you know.   

Keep a chart of the 

times that the sun 

rises and sets.  

Compare it to other 

years.  What is the 

longest day? 

Visit a state park.  

Research the history 

of it.  Find 3 inter-

esting facts or things 

to do there.   

The first UFO was 

reported in 1947.  

Read a science fiction 

book in honor of it. 

Before you head to 

the pool, look up 

what races are held 

on a swim team.  

Practice those lengths 

in the pool.   

Watch a movie.  

Write a new ending, 

make a list of new 

actors to play the 

parts, or act it out 

for friends.   

CGMSC 

Children acquire skills throughout the 

school year, but they can lose ground 

if learning stops during the summer 

break.  Children who read throughout 

the summer gain skills, can start the 

new school year with a better 

understanding of language and the joy 

of reading.  The more they like to 

read, the more they WILL read.   

Reading every day, even if it’s just 

for a few minutes, improves children’s 

ability to read and learn all year long.   

 

Try a variety of reading activities: 

A cereal box at breakfast 

A menu in a restaurant 

A newspaper in the evening 

 

Here is a calendar of suggested 

activities.  There’s no special order, 

and you don’t have to do everything 

listed in a particular week.  Just pick 

the ones that look interesting and 

fun!   

 

Be sure to consult the school website 

(literacy page) for lists of books, 

summaries, and lexile levels. 

 

 

Happy Summer Reading! 
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